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Juun Kailmans sononous exhibi-
Lignn, Stre SPew, generales a com-
pelling, bitrersweet anxiety that is
an unlikely by-product. | should
have thought, of such a highly
staged, downright operatic suive of
phote-based works,

kaufman's large -scale, stone-
grey installation appesrs be set, asa
soirt o prodo-chrem, in soma his-
torically remode location — the
photos are actually based on imag-
es made at the ancient Boman
haths of Bath, England — where the
alenieens of this formerly stable, of
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rathier creepy, envirenmaent are
surddenly madi: to face the mean-
ingofacreeping, catachsmic

ming o feod, *The dark waters of
ihe: Baman baths, |||:|rn:|u||g,r|||:ul-
rinaus and therapeutic,” wriles
Kaufmamn in her deliciously melo-
dramatic artisls datement. " begin
i oo thetr stone borders. A per-
sistent and foreboding dark stain
riwes, causing the inhabitants of
this new and threatening world to
take hied.”

Amd they do and do not take
hieed, O, at least, they do the hes
they camn, which seems tentative
amd ineffectual — just the way we
doourselves,

Faor the mueast part, the !lil.llll'dl'!l:'ll:"
destabilizmd citisens of this indes-
rably de-esolvimg world turm (o
rmakeshift, stopgap solutions. One
lurninoass, feverish young woman
has trussed hersell wp inasortof
| rapese-like device inwhich she

change: the baths ane slowly begin-

hangles, like @ bibry ina polly Jumgs
er. owver the dark, rising tidhe, ¥Whin
fun cles? Will ikis be l,'rmu[.:h? For mow,
perhaps, but fasr bewe lowmg?

I (e encl, Kasufmans exhilinon
is bath meving and exhawsting:
meving in is acknowledgment of
human bravery and a perhaps
doomed resourcefulmess in the face
af disaster, and exhausting by vir-
e of the depth and relentlessncss
of lts metaphor-making,

The whole shiow is a sensuous in
dictment of the hubris that blinads
nes Rew DT owm precarisusness, 1
isn't bong bebore vou wint o beave
ithie g.ullq_'rg.r.qrn||l1l.-|_'-|;H:|-|':|.'-|r|1|:lI:I:|.-|'
irouble art 1:Ihl.|a||j'illJl:lrl.'W'h. [tasa
!’.p|l_'|'|.ll_|i.l| exhibition, nevertheless

bercamesar of the beauny of s se-
TSI,



